A complete success! On June 13-14, 2009 the NWIPA and Partners Dedicated the Southern Lake Michigan Water Trail With The Burnham to Marquette Water Trail Expedition! 

Dan Plath of the Northwest Indiana Paddling Association had a vision of pulling off a bi-state, two-day kayak event (Burnham to Marquette Water Trail Expedition) that some people, and rightly so, thought was a logistical nightmare and inconceivable. As it turns out, the event was one of the most publicized, well organized, successful, and eye opening events I’ve ever been involved with. In addition to a Post Tribune article, the event was featured in the Northwest Indiana Times, The News Dispatch, and is scheduled to be featured in the South Bend Tribune and Chicago Tribune later this week. Also, it was mentioned on WLS-TV ABC Channel 7. 
A big CONGRATULATIONS to Dan Plath for his tireless efforts to promote the value and uniqueness of our region and its natural resources. If you know Dan personally, make sure you give him a pat on the back.
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Steadfast expedition supporter Eric Neagu provided these impressions of the expedition while in progress:
Day 1 highlights
Weather: Well, let’s just move onto the next subject. Suffice it to say there were no, that’s right, zero waterspouts along the course. 
Participation: Despite inclement weather we had nearly 30 hearty paddlers on the water! Paddlers from several states, including Kentucky, participated.
Survivors: 100%…another plus!!!
Support: We could not have asked for more or better support. We are thankful to East Chicago for being so patient and keeping the hot dogs warm. 
A special thanks goes out to Gary, the folks from Gary Parks and Rec., and the Miller business community who put on an unbelievable spread (This is not an embellishment, it was that good!).
Pirates: Although we did meet some new paddlers who are interested in participating in future events, we were happy to discover no pirates along the course. 
Reporters Dumped in the Water: Zero, although the guys from Channel 7 did look a little scared whenever Dan walked by them.
Day 2 Highlights
Weather: As predicted, weather did occur. Yet another day without water spouts, hurricanes, or seismic rifts in the lake floor (Are tsunamis considered weather?)
Participation: New faces, same numbers, roughly 30 paddlers on a much brighter day. This was the “pretty stretch,” no offence to Arcelor Mittal’s peninsula. Dunes and sun brought them out in droves…next year, we will have even more! This is especially true because Dan will have another member of his family to help promote paddling in the area! If there’s a question about toddlers being able to paddle, I’m sure Dan will answer that question!
Survivors: There is some mixed news on this front. No, nobody died. But, we did lose a boat. Poor guy paddled into Michigan City half-submerged. We also mixed up the crowd from the first day. A few new faces for day 2, and a few faces gone from day 1. Still, 100% is a good survival percentage. You heard it here first, for as long as this event is held we promise to lose no more than 25% of any expedition.
Pirates: Although no swashbuckler’s were found, we did, strangely, run across the cast and crew of The Pirates of Penzance. This baffled many paddlers, who expected torture and mayhem, only to be presented with song and dance from Gilbert and Sullivan’s only sea-going musical. 
Miscellany: We learned the following-
Mayor Oberlie is extremely patient 
Sahara’s is a restaurant that CAN CATER! 
The Stonefly’s Rock! 
Portage Lakefront Riverwalk  is aptly named (Hint: It’s on the Lake and it’s in Portage and has a neat riverwalk!) 
Millennium Park is a great place for a party. 
Northwest Indiana Parks and Recreation, from Gary to Michigan City, know how to promote an event. 
If you run out of drinking water, it is much better to be paddling in a freshwater lake than in a saltwater ocean. 
Finally, there is an eager and active outdoors community in Northwest Indiana and Chicagoland that deserve continued support!
Next year will be even better!!!
Thanks, Er
